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Studying in St. Catharine’s was never my first or second choice. How-
ever, I am so blessed, lucky and glad that I was educated for six years
in this school.

Attending St. Catharine’s was a dras-
tic change for me as I came from a
school full of non-Chinese students. I
was surely scared and nervous about
studying Chinese and making new
friends. Studying Chinese for me was
indeed a challenge as expected. Having
tailed my first examination, my teach-
er helped me a lot during second term
in the first year. I cannot express my
gratitude enough to all those teachers
who helped me so much throughout
these six years. If it were not for them,
I would have never been able to graduate from St. Catharine’s. I never
thought I would be able to study Chinese and pass all those tests and
examinations, but as time passed by, I surely gained more confidence.

F.1 was the hardest year for me to learn Chinese as that was the first
time I learnt local Chinese. I assumed the exams and tests would be
similar to the ones in primary school so I used the same method to
study. However, after the first exam, I realized it’s not the same and
that I had to remember the passages I learnt in class and memorize
many other things. It took me a while to get used to that but thanks
to teacher’s help, I got better.

Another problem I had was in writing. As I mentioned, I didn’t have a
wide range of vocabulary so I could not use advanced words. Some-
times I wrote sentences like the way we speak but in Chinese we have
the spoken and written forms which are slightly different and I would
usually write in the spoken form. I only realized that after my teacher
told me, so I always tried to make sure I did not write in spoken
form but of course sometimes I still would.
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The special thing while learning Chinese for me was the time I got to
spend with my teacher. The care and help my Chinese teacher in se-
nior forms showed was touching and encouraging. I enjoyed the time
learning from her a lot as it was not a serious atmosphere but a fun
atmosphere.

Finding new friends was another worry e
I had before attending this school. I was§
afraid that my classmates might not talk
to me or would talk reluctantly. Thank- J#s
fully, there was no discrimination and no &
such case. My classmates were interest- "
ed in talking to me indeed. I was always
scared to communicate in Cantonese. I was scared I would say some-
thing wrong and they would laugh, but that was not the case. As time
passed by, I got comfortable with speaking Cantonese. Making mis-
takes gave me an opportunity to learn. There were some classmates
and friends who were exceptionally helpful, and I am so thankful they
helped me so much selflessly even though it would take up their time.
I became more open and talkative in St. Catharine’s. I am still an in-
trovert and feel shy sometimes, but I have become more open to my
friends and teachers especially during senior years.

Growth for each person is different. Even the tiniest change can be
a huge growth for someone. For me, if I compare myself today with
myself when I was in F.1, I would say the school and the teachers have
made me more thoughtful, understanding and confident. I have be-
come more hard-working as well which is helping me now while I am
studying in university.

I have turned over a new leaf as I started
a new life in university, but I will never
tforget all the values I learnt in St. Cath-
arine’s. I am so lucky to be a part of St.
Catharine’s!

KAUR NAVPREET
March, 2021
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